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1. Onl Janwary 1951, the Sovist Zone railrced system became & nationalized
enterprise, and since that time it has beoen operating on the besis of &
special economic plan. On 21 March 1951, there was & conference of a}l
depertmental and section leaders of the Berlin regional railroad heads
quarters. At thie conference, President Willi Barth, remarked that the
Berlin reilroad district had incurred a deficit of mors than GDO, 000 i
east. He acoused every department chiof of sabotage and z01d that cach
would bs mede responsille for his actions. Berth furthermore mentioned
thet it had already become olear that the Five-Yeer Flan would be a
failure. He further stated that the railroad district had encounterw
ad conslderable financial difficulties, and that the fixed performance
quotas had by 2 considerable mergin, failed to be met, ®
25X1

Conmentis The natlonalizetion of Soviet Zons xeilrcads wes previous.
1y reported. It cannot be Judged whether the president 25X1
of the Berlin regional railvosd hesdguarters exaggerated the existing
difficulties with a view to attaining better resulis or whether the
situation is really as serious as he deplcted. 411 infermation receiv.
ed on the situation of Sovlel Zons railroads indleates that there ars
great difficuitics and critical botilenecks.
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